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FOREVER FREDERICK COUNTY CAMPAIGN

A Powerful Act
The Community Foundation of
Frederick County has long been
a conduit for hope and change
in the community. Since 1986—
when the bold idea of creating a
local community foundation was
implemented—the Community
Foundation has focused on
partnering with donors like you
to turn your good intentions into
powerful acts of philanthropy.
Because of such generosity,
over 700 funds have generated
more than $58 million supporting
health and human services,
eldercare, advanced education,
youth programs, animal welfare,
historic preservation, civic causes,
the arts and the environment—
strengthening our community
and enhancing the quality of life
throughout Frederick County.
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Influence For Change
Being a progressive influence for
change means constantly seeking
new and more powerful ways to
create impact. That’s why, in 2009,
the Community Foundation’s
Board of Trustees decided to
adopt an even more proactive
approach to improving the quality
of life in our community.
As part of its long-term
planning, the Community
Foundation commissioned the
first Frederick County Human
Needs Assessment, a Countywide, independent study to
determine the areas of greatest
need. If these areas were funded,
Frederick County would be
strengthened and enhanced in
positive ways.
When the Needs Assessment was
released in 2011, three areas were
targeted: homelessness, with a
focus on the newly homeless and
precariously housed, access to
healthcare, and school readiness.
Since then, more than $2 million
has been invested into these three
areas. Progress has been made,
but much remains to be done
as the County’s greatest needs
change and evolve.
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The
Time
To Act
Is Now

What will be our most pressing
needs as a community in ten,
twenty, fifty years and more?
Homelessness, opioid addiction,
parents who can’t feed their
children, lack of public education?
It’s impossible to know, yet
preparedness is key. What is
possible is that you can make a
difference and be part of finding
solutions that ensure Frederick
County’s future is bright.
The time to act is now. A new
Frederick County Human Needs
Assessment was published in late
2018, providing new data critical
to everyone’s future. With eight
years of experience in strategic
grantsmaking accomplished, the
Community Foundation needs
your help to move forward to
strengthen and enhance the
quality of life in our community.
It’s called Forever Frederick County.
With your support, The Forever
Frederick County Endowment
Fund will be a powerful agent for
change, now and in perpetuity.
Ensuring that resources are
available to shape the future
requires all of us to act now.
Building a flexible fund to tackle
Frederick County’s current and
emerging greatest needs is a vital
and necessary step.
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Can You Imagine?
Can you imagine eradicating
homelessness in Frederick
County? Providing affordable
health care for all who need it?
Helping seniors age in place?
Eliminating the opioid crisis and
lives lost because of addiction?
These are just a few examples of
the greatest needs that already
exist. The Community Foundation
is being a proactive leader in
addressing the greatest needs
as they emerge. Every strategic
grant made from The Forever
Frederick County Endowment
Fund will be with the intention
of vastly improving an area of
greatest need.

WHAT IS THE STRATEGIC GRANTS PROCESS?
After the areas of greatest needs in the County are identified through the 2018 Frederick County
Human Needs Assessment Study, the Community Foundation’s Board of Trustees will determine which
needs should be its strategic areas of focus. In accordance with its written grantsmaking policies, grant
applications are accepted from qualified organizations with programs supporting the strategic areas.
The review process is rigorous. Applicants must identify and explain their needs, who they serve and
what they will achieve. The grants committee carefully reviews all requests and makes grant decisions
based on how the biggest impact can be made.
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How will my gift to
Forever Frederick County
make a difference?
When donors are asked about their charitable
intent, many have said they want to give back to
this community they love and somehow make a
difference but weren’t sure how to tackle these
big issues.
Many have already sought the Community
Foundation’s guidance in helping to improve some of
our community’s problems. They have put their trust
in the board and staff to invest their charitable gifts
and grant them wisely, to act with integrity, and to
communicate honestly and with transparency.
Forever Frederick County will be built on this same
foundation of trust.
Grants from The Forever Frederick County
Endowment Fund will be based on the areas
of greatest need as determined by the Human
Needs Assessment Report and from which the
Community Foundation’s Board of Trustees selects
as the strategic areas of focus. The Community
Foundation also has a history of being responsive
to emergency needs, such as providing gap
funding when the Alan P. Linton Emergency Shelter
transitioned from seasonal to year-round services,
and when the YMCA of Frederick County suffered
millions of dollars in damage from flooding—twice
in three years—by paying the insurance deductible
to help it start the rebuilding process. The ability
of the Board of Trustees to be nimble in these
extraordinary circumstances is essential.
You can help. You can be part of this movement.
You can be the influence for change. You can be a
leader by stepping forward. Your gift today will help
ensure that Frederick County is forever.
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